
Director’s message
I’m excited to share with you a 
snapshot of some of the incredible 
impacts we have achieved in 2024.

In the Biodiversity Council’s second 
year we have continued to cement 
our position as a trusted and infl uential 
voice for nature across Australia.

This year the Biodiversity Council team has been 
exceptionally active, from elevating the incredible work 
of some of Australia’s best scientists, First Nations 
knowledge holders and emerging scientifi c leaders in the 
media through to working behind the scenes and lobbying 
decision-makers in federal and state parliaments. We 
released our second Biodiversity Concerns survey and also 
conducted the fi rst ever baseline assessment of federal 
subsidies that are potentially harmful to biodiversity.

In a year where we have seen seismic political shifts abroad 
and the spread of misinformation online, there has never 
been a greater need for trusted sources of information for 
the public and media to turn to. 

We are so grateful to our supporters and partners in helping 
us grow public awareness of the nature crisis and champion 
evidence-based solutions in the halls of power. 

With a federal election around the corner, we know there 
is a lot of work to do if we are to elevate the protection of 
nature and Country in the minds of decision-makers. 

We are up for the challenge, with hope, optimism and 
determination.

Yours for nature, 
James Trezise

2024 Impact Report
Perth’s remnant bushland patches provide a myriad 
of benefi ts to park users and surrounding areas.  

2024 by the numbers 
• 39 councillors who are experts in 

science, Indigenous knowledge, law, 
policy, economics and behaviour 
change

• 16+ million people reached through 
media and social media action 

• 2,400+ media articles generated 
by the Biodiversity Council with an 
advertising equivalent  value of 
$8.2 million

• 25 formal policy submissions

• 4 parliamentary inquiry 
appearances

• 9 evidence-based reports and 
factsheets presenting solutions to 
biodiversity loss

• 140,000+ emails sharing the latest 
biodiversity science and policy news

• 15 early career researchers 
receiving mentoring and cultural, 
policy and media training

• 100+ biodiversity researchers and 
practitioners trained in raising the 
profi le of their work with the media 
and policy-makers. 

Results for past 12 months

1Biodiversity Council, 2024



We need biodiversity - the web of 
plants and animals in nature 
Without regular exposure to nature the cognitive 
development of children suff ers, as does our 
physical and mental health, making us more likely to 
end up in hospital.  A recent study found that visits to 
national parks by Adelaide residents save the health 
system $140 million per year in avoided health costs – 
50 times more than the cost of operating the parks. 

Nature remains our only viable method to  eliminate 
greenhouse gases on a large scale and our most 
eff ective way to mitigate climate change impacts. 

Without nature in our urban areas they are much 
hotter, our air is less healthy, power bills go up and 
fl oods can be exacerbated.  Across cities, less tree 
cover and poorer access to nature parks increase 
disadvantage for lower socioeconomic areas.

Our agricultural sector is dependent on insects, 
birds and mammals to pollinate crops,  control many 
pests, and enhance the retention and health of soils. 

Half of our economy is moderately to heavily 
dependent on nature.  For example, billions of 
dollars in tourism revenue is dependent on our 
spectacular ecosystems, from the Great Barrier 
Reef to tall wet forests, tropical savannas and alpine 
herb fi elds. 

A nature loss catastrophe is 
underway
Australian biodiversity is in a more perilous position 
than ever before. 

• Population sizes of threatened plants and 
animals are falling rapidly. On average, they are 
now only 40% of their 2020 sizes. 

• 100+ species and subspecies are formally 
recognised as extinct.

• 2000+ species are formally recognised as 
threatened with extinction. Thousands more are 
likely to meet criteria but are not yet assessed.

• 19 ecosystems are showing signs of collapse. 

While the current trajectory is bleak, decline is 
not inevitable, as we’ve seen with the recovery of 
Australia’s humpback whale populations and the 
restoration of wildlife on Macquarie Island.  

In most cases, we already know what is needed to 
turn things around with evidence-based solutions, 
but it isn’t happening. Current environmental laws 
and policies are allowing ongoing loss:  

• 7.7 million hectares of protected habitat cleared 
since the enactment of the EPBC Act (1999).

• 99% of development submissions that 
threatened protected habitat are approved.

• Only 5% of threatened species have been 
prioritised for attention by the federal 
government. 

• Less than $1 in every $1000 in the federal budget 
goes to on-ground conservation actions.

• Dozens of species are more likely than not to be 
extinct by 2040 under current management.

Australia’s Threatened Species Index

A national disaster, here and now

Greater than 30% tree cover is associated with improved health for 
residents. When vegetation is biodiverse the benefi ts are higher. 
Image: Jaana Dielenberg

Right: The Threatened Species Index highlights Australia’s 
precipitous biodiversity decline. It shows the change 
in population sizes for  threatened and near threatened 
birds, mammals and plants on average, compared to 
2020 population sizes. It combines data from thousands 
of monitoring locations across Australia.  
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The scale of transformational change requires bold 
solutions and experts willingly speaking out and  
motivating the community and decision-makers to 
act.This is why the Biodiversity Council exists.

Our Biodiversity Concerns Survey reveals that 
almost all Australians care deeply about nature, 
but they think nature is in good condition and do 
not realise there is a biodiversity crisis. We are 
driving change by addressing this gap in public 
understanding and concern, and building demand 
for evidence-based solutions. 

Our mission is to be a trusted expert voice 
communicating accurate information on 
Australia’s most pressing biodiversity issues to 
the community, businesses and governments 
to motivate eff ective evidence-based action to 
ensure biodiversity and Country prosper.

Our strategy is to drive change through the four 
pillars below. This report provides a snapshot of our 
2024 impact in these key areas. 

Improved 
outcomes 
for nature

Providing thought leadership 

We harness the world-leading expertise of our 
councillors to develop and promote solutions to the 
extinction crisis to the community, governments, 
and business and conservation sectors.

Driving business to better account for nature 

We engage business leaders to account for, and 
tackle, their footprints on nature, so that business can 
genuinely deliver nature positive outcomes. 

Elevating biodiversity in public discourse

We create widespread media and social media 
attention to biodiversity issues and foster demand for 
change and support for solutions. We also engage 
the community through public speaking.

Creating biodiversity champions

We  empower and equip new champions to 
confi dently speak up for nature by providing media 
and policy training, and by providing evidence and 
resources they can use in their advocacy. 

With the support from our generous donors and partners, we are driving change through 
four pillars:

How we are driving impact
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Professor Hugh Possingham, The University of Queensland. Co-Chief 
Councillor 

“Humanity faces two crises that threaten our persistence – climate change 
and biodiversity loss.  After three decades of campaigning, most Australians 
get climate change, but after 100 years of scientists raising concerns about 
extinctions, few Australians realise the significance of biodiversity loss.  
“The Biodiversity Council is long overdue – even though our outreach impact 
per dollar has been huge. We have a lot of ground to catch up before we see the 
cultural transformation required.  The Biodiversity Council model is cost-effective 
because it leverages the expertise of hundreds of scientists around Australia.”

Dr Jack Pascoe, The University of Melbourne, Yuin man and Co-Chief 
Councillor

“The Biodiversity Council has quickly become a strong advocate for the rights 
of Indigenous Australians as stewards for Country. Through the leadership of the 
Council’s Indigenous members, the organisation is in a unique position to blend 
Western science and Traditional Ecological Knowledge to communicate the 
plight of, and solutions for, biodiversity.” 

Professor Carolyn Hogg, The University of Sydney, Councillor

“The Biodiversity Council brings together key scientists, Indigenous leaders, 
and policy-makers to try and shift the dial on biodiversity action and policy for 
Australia. 

“Working with the Council this year permitted us to contribute to the EPBC Act 
reforms and changes to the NSW Biodiversity Offset Scheme and provide 
valuable advice to postgraduate students and early career researchers on how to 
better promote their biodiversity research for increased impact.”

Biodiversity Councillor Professor Sarah Bekessy (far right) at Parliament House with Independent MPs 
Sophie Scamps, Kate Chaney, Kylea Tink, Zali Steggall in August 2024. Image: Jannette Cotterell.
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Pillar 1. Driving change by providing 
thought leadership

The Biodiversity Council provides thought 
leadership on solutions to the extinction crisis. 
Our councillors are some of the world’s leading 
experts on biodiversity science and knowledge. 
We harness the breadth of our expertise to develop 
eff ective solutions and to positively engage with 
governments and business on long-term systemic 
change. We also provide leadership to the broader 
environmental sector with evidence-based 
materials and positions. 

In 2024, with the recruitment of a highly 
experienced policy lead to support our councillors, 
we have greatly increased our work to address 
major environmental law and policy issues, and to 
develop outstanding guidance products. This has 
included the report ‘What Does Nature Positive 
Mean for Business and Government?’, the fi rst 
review of Australian Government subsidies that 
are likely to harm nature. We have been the driving 
force calling for strategic regional planning to 
facilitate the renewables roll-out while minimising 
harm to nature. We have also led the development 
of two initiatives that aim to increase culturally 
informed Indigenous-led  management of 
Country. 

See more examples of our thought leadership work 
below. 

Building ambition within government 
and Parliament for stronger national 
environmental laws and policies
In 2024 the Biodiversity Council has played an 
important role in providing evidence-based 
advice to federal and state governments 
and parliamentarians regarding the reform of 
environmental laws, policies and programs. 

This included 25 formal policy submissions, 
fi ve council members giving evidence at four 
parliamentary inquiries, factsheets, reports, direct 
briefi ngs and other communications. We have 
been closely engaged in the federal government’s 
closed-door consultations on their Nature Positive 
Bills. We also actively built support for the reforms 
with the broader community and key stakeholders. 

March  2024

2024 Biodiversity Concerns Report:

A survey of community attitudes to 
nature conservation

Biodiversity Council

Image: David Clode

Three Biodiversity Councillors gave evidence to a Senate 
Inquiry into the draft nature positive laws in July 2024, including 
Councillor Associate Professor Peter Burnett from the Australian 
National University College of Law

Biodiversity Council Director James Trezise discusses the 2024 
federal budget on ABC News. 
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Identifying nature harmful subsidies
In October 2024, we released a landmark report 
‘Identifying and Assessing Subsidies Harmful 
to Biodiversity in Australia.’ Eliminating these 
subsidies is a committment the Australian 
Government made in 2022 as part of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) but 
until the Biodiversity Council’s assessment there 
appeared to have been no progress or attention 
on this GBF target. The fi ndings revealed that 4% 
of the federal budget goes to subsidising activities 
that are likely to harm biodiversity each year. 
This is around 50 times more than the Australian 
Government invests in nature conservation. 

The fi ndings have drawn 
considerable attention 
from all sides of politics 
and industry and will be 
important to achieving 
traction on this issue.

On the day the fi ndings 
were released, independent 
MP for Mackellar Dr Sophie 
Scamps questioned 
Environment Minister 
Tanya Plibersek about 
the fi ndings during 
parliamentary question 
time. 

“My question is for the Minister for the Environment 
and Water. This week, Australia is hosting the world’s 
fi rst ever Global Nature Positive Summit, focusing 
on private investment in nature repair. Meanwhile, 
research from the Biodiversity Council shows the 
government continues to spend $26 billion every 
year on harming biodiversity. How can we hope to 
be nature positive in this country when 
the government continues to invest in 
being nature negative? And shouldn’t 
we fi rst stop subsidising nature negative 
activities like native forest logging?”

– Dr Sophie Scamps, MP for Mackellar

Oct 2024

Identifying and assessing 
subsidies harmful to biodiversity 
in Australia
Biodiversity Council

Image: CUHRIG

Professor Brendan Wintle, 
The University of Melbourne, 
Lead Councillor

“Renewable energy projects and 
infrastructure must roll out quickly 
if we’re to hit Net Zero targets. But 
there is an urgent need for strategic 
planning so that the roll-out does not 
cause unacceptable harm to natural 
and culturally signifi cant values. Some 
energy infrastructure projects are 

causing unacceptable harm and there are plans for more damage.  

The Biodiversity Council has been central to the national discourse 
on the need for a nature positive energy transition, a transition that 
brings benefi t, and not harm to nature and people.  We’ve been 
making the case for increased government investment in strategic 
regional planning and infrastructure in the right places to avoid 
adverse impacts while also increasing certainty for renewable 
energy developers.  It has led to high-profi le media coverage and 
engagement with government agencies on the issue.”

Minimising harm during the renewables roll-out

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.
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Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

THE Biodiversity Council 
wants the Victoria Govern-
ment to adopt a policy that 
would protect high value 
natural and agricultural 
land from the installation of 
renewable energy facilities.

Academics want the gov-
ernment to roll out map-
ping and analysis of regions 
across the state that will 
determine places that have 
low agricultural and natural 
values rather than areas that 
are simply close to transmis-
sion line infrastructure.

Biodiversity Council mem-
ber and Professor in Con-
servation Ecology Brendan 
Wintle from The University 
of Melbourne said agricul-
tural values would include the 
land’s proximity to rivers, irri-
gation, and soil fertility.

He said the mapping 
would look at the natural 
values and look at where 
the critical habitats such as 
wetlands are for the most 
threatened species.

“The University of Mel-
bourne is leading a rapid 
analysis to help identify 
‘green-light’ zones where 
renewable energy projects 

Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

could be rolled out with the 
lowest impacts on agricul-
ture, nature and culturally 
important species and plac-
es,” Prof Wintle said. 

“For example, ‘green-light’ 

Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

zones are likely to include 
degraded cleared land that is 
no longer being used for ag-
riculture and, in the case of 
wind farms, well away from 
the fl ight paths of vulnerable 
bird and bat species. 

“This would be a map-
based exercise, but it also 
has to be community based 
and at times there will be 
cultural values in certain ar-
eas that aren’t well-mapped 
and people need to be con-
sulted as well so those values 
are brought forward.”

It comes as the State 
Government announced it 

Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

would fast-track all renew-
able energy projects in a bid 
to speed up the green energy 
roll out.

Under the mapping of high 
agricultural areas, facilities 
like a proposed solar facility 
at Meadow Creek near Wan-
garatta could be protected if 
it could be established that it 
has high natural, agricultural 

Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

or cultural values. 
Proponents of the solar 

farm have highlighted the 
location of the Meadow 
Creek property as ideal as 
it’s close to transmission line 
infrastructure, but Prof Win-

Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

tle warned against this type 
of approach.

Prof Wintle said there needs 
to be a greater move towards 
low greenhouse gas emission 
energy sources, but it needs 
to be done in a way that keeps 
food production areas and bio-
diverse areas protected.

“We are not convinced at 
the moment that energy de-
velopment companies or the 
government are taking seri-
ously the need to really care-
fully manage where and how 
we do this, and we feel there 
needs to be more eff ort to do 
that,” Prof Wintle

Land value
mapping vital
before energy
facilities roll out

He said society agrees we 
need to reduce carbon emis-
sions, but it means the onus 
has to be put on developers 
to do it right.

“It might cost a bit more 
for developers to site facilities 
away from these high value 
biodiversity or high value ag-
ricultural lands but that’s the 
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Land value mapping vital before energy facilities
roll out

Mansfield Courier, Mansfield
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Barry Hunter, CEO of North Australian Indigenous 
Land and Sea Management Alliance and Djabugay 
decendant, Councillor

“The inclusion of First Nations voices in Biodiversity 
Council policy positions and messages has been 
valuable to infl uence perspectives and action on key 
issues aff ecting our vulnerable species that have 
strong cultural connection for First Nations people.  
The advocacy and key messages of the Biodiversity 
Council are critical to eff ective action for Australia’s 
biodiversity and to support First Nations voices.” 

Fostering new Indigenous-led models 
of culturally informed biodiversity 
management 
Eff ective inclusion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
isIander expertise and perspectives is fundamental 
for eff ective biodiversity management in Australia. 

Together with collaborators, the Biodiversity 
Council’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Councillors have led the development of two 
signifi cant proposals that aim to increase culturally 
informed Indigenous-led  management of Country.

This includes a well-developed and -consulted 
proposal for a Commissioner for Country. 
The federal offi  ce would be an independent, 
authoritative Indigenous voice that guides the 
protection and management of natural and 
Indigenous cultural heritage values protected under 
national law. 

The second is for the establishment of a Southern 
Australian Aboriginal Land and Sea Management 
Alliance (SAALSMA). This  non-profi t organisation 
will be dedicated to advocating for, facilitating, and 
brokering collaborations and knowledge exchange 
among southern Aboriginal communities and 
key stakeholders to advance southern Aboriginal 
environmental and economic priorities. 

Introduction
The Southern Australian Aboriginal Land and Sea Management Alliance (SAALSMA) is a newly formed non-profit organisation dedicated to advocating for, facilitating, and brokering collaborations and knowledge exchange among southern Aboriginal communities and key stakeholders. Our mission is to advance southern Aboriginal environmental and economic priorities. 

SAALSMA aims to work with its members across the five themes of policy, research and development, management, education and capacity strengthening, and sustainable Aboriginal economic growth by brokering and networking strategic and applied support, thereby connecting them with key stakeholders, resources, and opportunities to advance their environmental stewardship and economic initiatives. 

Objectives and Themes
1. Policy
Objective: Develop, promote, and broker policies that align with southern Aboriginal priorities for sustainable land, water, and sky management and economic growth opportunities that integrate cultural practices and First Nations Science.

2. Research and DevelopmentObjective: Broker knowledge, industry, government and philanthropic relationships to secure funding to support southern Aboriginal-led research priorities using First Nations and Western Science. Facilitate stakeholder partnerships for sustainable environmental outputs and southern Aboriginal economic growth opportunities.

3. Management
Objective: SAALSMA will provide strategic support and resourcing through networks and project management to facilitate the development of holistic approaches to Caring for Country. 

4. Education and Capacity StrengtheningObjective: Ensure the implementation of succession planning for the education and capacity strengthening of current and future southern Aboriginal generations.

5. Sustainable Aboriginal Economic GrowthObjective: Support the development of sustainable economic growth opportunities for Aboriginal communities.

Strategic Business Development 

Southern Australian Aboriginal Land and Sea Management Alliance (SAALSMA)

Establishment plan
Phase 1: Initial Setup (0-12 months)
Objectives:
• Establish central governance and member representation.

• Secure initial seed funding.
• Begin recruitment for key positions.
Total Budget for Phase 1: $455,000

Contact: 
info@SAALSMA.org.au 

Oct 2024

cultural practices and First Nations Science.
SAALSMA aims to work with its members across the five themes of policy, research and development, management, education and capacity strengthening, and sustainable Aboriginal economic growth by brokering and networking strategic and applied support, thereby connecting them with key stakeholders, resources, and opportunities to advance their environmental stewardship and 

Establish central governance and member Objective: Ensure the implementation of succession planning for the education and capacity strengthening of current and future southern Aboriginal generations.

5. Sustainable Aboriginal Economic GrowthObjective: Support the development of sustainable economic growth opportunities for Aboriginal 

SAALSMA aims to work with its members across the 
management, education and capacity strengthening, 

2. Research and Development
SAALSMA aims to work with its members across the 

management, education and capacity strengthening, 
Objective: Broker knowledge, industry, government and philanthropic relationships to secure funding to support southern Aboriginal-led research priorities using First Nations and Western Science. Facilitate stakeholder partnerships for sustainable environmental outputs and southern Aboriginal economic growth opportunities.

3. Management
Objective: SAALSMA will provide strategic support and resourcing through networks and project management to facilitate the development of holistic approaches to Caring for Country. 

4. Education and Capacity Strengthening

Nov 2024

Voice of Country: 
Commissioner for Country

Since colonisation, Australia has lost over 100 native plants and animals to extinction; these species are gone forever. Valuable Traditional Ecological Knowledge is lost when a species disappears. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people lived in harmony with this Country and the species that evolved here for thousands of years. Our culture understands the importance of caring for Country. We are calling for a voice of Country to end this ongoing damage to Country.
The lack of consideration for Indigenous knowledge in decision-making is why there is a strong need for an independent, authoritative Indigenous voice that 

guides the protection and management of natural and Indigenous cultural heritage values protected under national law.

The Commissioner for Country will be an empowered public champion that provides a geographical voice to protect, restore, manage invasive species, and repair Country - a voice of Country.  This voice does not replace or supersede the voice of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities but elevates and empowers those seeking to care for Country. This voice is for Country, working toward healing Country.

Urgent submission to establish a Commissioner for Country at the federal level. This 
submission is led by a collective group of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander representatives 

from the Biodiversity Council, Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists, Invasive Species 
Council, Australian Conservation Foundation, the North Australian Indigenous Land and Sea 

Management Alliance, the Indigenous Desert Alliance and the WWF Australia. We are seeking an independent, authoritative First People’s voice to protect Australia’s biodiversity.

Anangu Country, NT. Image: Jaana Dielenberg

TAGALAKAABORIGINALCORPORATIONRNTBC ICN 2272

TAGALAKAABORIGINALCORPORATIONRNTBC ICN 2272

Dr Teagan Shields, Curtin University, Arabana descendent, 
Lead Councillor

“ Empowering Indigenous-led decision-making is critical to the inclusion of 
Indigenous Knowledge in biodiversity protection and management. Initiatives 
driven by the First Peoples councillors which are designed to unify the collective 
voice of First Peoples across the Country are essential in addressing the power 
and infl uence imbalance faced by First peoples sitting at decision-making 
points. The benefi t of the Biodiversity Council supporting these proposals 
cannot be underestimated. We need to see more First Peoples proposals 
supported by environmental groups to realise positive outcome for Country.”  



The Biodiversity Council drives change by attracting 
widespread attention to compelling biodiversity 
stories through the media and social media. We 
increase the impact of science by supporting our 
experts and broader network to create engaging 
scientifi cally and culturally accurate information 
on pressing biodiversity issues. Through strategic 
communication campaigns using media, social 
media, direct emails, tailored reports and 
factsheets, webinars and our website, we are 
achieving very high reach into the community and 
strong communication with policy-makers. 

In 2024, we have continued to be highly successful 
in pitching stories to the media that would not have 
reached the community without the Biodiversity 
Council, such as the plight of 35 native fi sh at high 
risk of extinction that are not yet on the national 
threatened species list. 

Over the past 12 months, we generated more than 
2,400 stories in the media, reaching 14.6 million 
people. This had an estimated advertising equivalent 
value of $8.2 million. Our coverage included 3,800 
minutes of radio and 1,900 minutes of television.  

We have been the main driver of coverage on  topics 
such as urban light pollution, miniming harm to nature 
in the renewable energy roll-out, and cat impacts 
and management. We have helped the community 
to understand the biodiversity issues of the day.

We have had coverage across all major media 
outlets including front page stories in The Australian
and the Sydney Morning Herald, features on ABC’s 
7:30 and Channel 10’s The Project, and extensive 

coverage in regional newspapers and Indigenous 
and community radio stations. Almost one-quarter 
(23%) of our media stories were by ABC News.

Our social media posts have had 1.7 million views  
and our followers doubled to 15,000+. Our website 
has had 80,000 webpage views by 26,000 users.  
2,000+ people attended our webinars.

Our mailing list has almost doubled, reaching 7,000 
people to whom we sent 140,000 emails sharing 
the latest biodiversity science and policy news and 
Indigenous viewpoints.

We ran more than 20 campaigns presenting 
new research fi ndings, unpacking important 
environmental policy issues and making a case 
for improved action for nature. You can see some 
examples in the following pages. 

Some of our outcomes include:

• Successfully pushing the federal government to 
reverse its decision to shift approval powers for 
the off shore oil and gas industry to the Minister 
for Resources. 

• In collaboration with NGO partners, securing a 
commitment of $102 million from the federal 
government for preparation for the H5N1 bird fl u. 

• Focusing widespread attention on government 
subsidies that potentially harm nature (GBF 
Target 18),  leading to Dr Sophie Scamps MP 
quoting our fi ndings while challenging Minister 
for the EnvironmentTanya Plibersek about it in 
parliamentary question time. 

• Greatly increasing understanding by the 
crossbench, other stakeholders and the 
community of important aspects of EPBC 
Act reform, including the governance of the 
proposed Environmental Protection Australia.

• Stimulating national discourse on how and why to 
minimise impacts to biodiversity and agriculture 
during the roll-out of renewable energy projects.

• Supporting and amplifying Indigenous wishes 
regarding dingo management.

• Our fi ndings being frequently cited by local 
governments and other stakeholders when 
exploring changes to pet cat management. 

Pillar 2. Driving change by elevating 
biodiversity in public discourse

TV
5.6m

Online
4.6m

Radio
3.1m

Print
1.3m

Reach

TV Online Radio Print
Audience reach (millions) Number of stories

TV
479

Online
1100

Radio
732

Print
83

Total media coverage by type, past 12 months
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Our coverage on Channel 10’s The Project included Australia’s 
biodiversity crisis and National Threatened Species Day, cat impacts 
and management and extensive involvement in the Marsupial of the 
Year competition. Image: Rove McManus on Network Ten.

Amplifying Indigenous voices in the management of 
culturally signifi cant species and Country

Matthew Shanks, Executive Manager, 
Biocultural Landscapes , 
Taungurung Land and Waters Council, 
Nira Balluk man, Councillor

“Now, more than ever, it’s important that we 
are having nuanced conversations in our 
communities about the impacts humans and 
human activities are having on the health of 
Country, both positive and negative. One such 
conversation is the vital role the Yirrangan 
(dingo) plays on Country to maintain balance 
biophysically, but also in those ancestral, 

spiritual and social realms of Country.  The Biodiversity Council has 
supported  Taungurung and broader Traditional Owner voices to be 
amplifi ed and ensure that balance is brought to conversations where it is 
desperately required.”

Encouraging evidence-based, wildlife-friendly gardening

Dr Bronte Van Helden,  The University of 
Western Australia 
Research focal area: Wildlife in urban areas and 
citizen science

“The Biodiversity Council has been instrumental 
in enhancing the visibility and impact of our 
research. We appreciate their commitment 
to fostering collaboration and knowledge-
sharing.  Having the Biodiversity Council 
showcase our research fi ndings has been 
incredibly valuable in amplifying our research 

to a broader, more relevant audience, including other researchers around 
Australia and the general community. Their support has helped connect 
our work to residents interested in adopting wildlife-friendly gardening 
practices who might not have otherwise come across it, and helped us to 
inspire biodiversity conservation within cities across Australia.”

In this article we 
combined fi ndings 
from our community 
attitudes survey with 
research fi ndings on cat 
impacts, welfare and 
policy options.   It was 
widely republished by 
news outlets, reaching 
100,000+ people and 
prompted over 1,000 
minutes of radio coverage 
reaching an additional 
420,000 people.
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Preventing extinctions
Australia’s national threatened species list has more than 2,000 
species but thousands more are also in trouble and would likely 
meet criteria for listing if assessed.  When species are in trouble but 
not listed they miss out on basic legal protections and are highly 
unlikely to receive any conservation attention. Of the species that 
are federally listed, only 5% have been prioritised for action by the 
Australian Government. 

The Biodiversity Council has been collaborating with scientists who 
are working on Australia’s most imperilled species. We are playing 
a key role in supporting them to raise the profi le of these species 
and to advocate for the actions needed to prevent extinctions, 
including much greater resourcing to address causes of decline. 

We have particularly focused on less-charismatic species, like 
freshwater fi shes that are in serious trouble and are not being 
championed by other organisations.  In 2024, our communication 
campaigns on highly imperilled species generated 110 media 
stories with a total of 660,000 people reached, and high levels of 
awareness raised among key stakeholders in and out of governments. 

Dr Nick Whiterod, Goyder Institute 
for Water Research
Research focal area: Freshwater fi sh 
conservation

“The expertise, extensive networks 
and established relationships of the 
Biodiversity Council were invaluable 
to maximise coverage of the alarming 
outcome of our study - that one-third of 
freshwater fi sh species in Australia are 
threatened with extinction. The support 

included a factsheet with detailed policy and management 
recommendations which was distributed to key stakeholders, 
and a highly successful media and social media campaign. This 
strategic approach to promoting the study, targeted the general 
public, interested parties and state and national governmental 
managers and policy-makers, greatly assisting in highlighting 
the oft-neglected plight of freshwater fi sh, and will maximise the 
impact of our research.”
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Preventing extinctions of Australian

freshwater fishes: A national assessment

Research findings

Nov 2024

This factsheet summarises key findings of the first 

comprehensive assessment of the extinction risk 

of Australian freshwater fish species and includes 

urgent recommendations to prevent extinctions.

The research was undertaken by a team of 52 

Australian freshwater fish experts who are based at 

universities and research organisations, museums, 

state government agencies, natural resource 

management groups, ecological consultancies and 

non-government groups. The lead author is Associate 

Professor Mark Lintermans from the University of 

Canberra.  

The study was published in the peer-reviewed journal 

Biological Conservation. The citation is: Lintermans, M., 

et al. (2024). Troubled waters in the land down under: 

Pervasive threats and high extinction risks demand 

urgent conservation actions to protect Australia’s 

freshwater fishes. Biological Conservation. https://doi.

org/10.1016/j.biocon.2024.110843. 

Key findings 
In Australia, many freshwater fish species have been 

declining since European settlement.  Declines have 

accelerated since the 1950s. Preventing extinctions 

and conserving biodiversity will require identifying the 

species most at risk. 

Prior to this study, the extinction risk of most freshwater 

fish species had not been assessed and there had not 

been a strategic assessment of the whole group. 

There are currently 63 species of freshwater fish listed 

on Australia’s federal threatened species list under the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

(EPBC) Act. 

This study identified 35 additional species at risk 

of extinction (1 Extinct, 3 Critically Endangered, 14 

Endangered, 17 Vulnerable). See list in table 1. 

It also identified 17 species that are currently EPBC Act 

listed that should have their threat category reviewed, 

as 13 would likely qualify for uplisting, 3 for down listing 

and 1 (Murray cod) for de-listing. See list in table 1.  

The study estimated 37% of our native freshwater fish 

species are now at risk of extinction. At least 20 are more 

likely than not to become extinct within the next 20 years 

unless there is major new effort to conserve them.

All of the species assessed as Critically Endangered 

were small-bodied fish (less than 20 cm), with the 

native galaxiids across southern Australia hit very hard. 

But large-bodied fish such as Mary River cod and the 

Australian lungfish equally face uncertain futures.

The study also reviewed the major threats and current 

conservation actions for each species. Although 

resources for freshwater fish conservation are limited, 

the analysis revealed a disconnect between the most 

common threats driving native fish declines, and the 

most common conservation actions being employed.

For example, invasive species are a major threat to 92% 

of the species identified as of conservation concern, 

but invasive species control and prevention programs 

are only in place for only 21% of those species; mainly 

in Tas. The invasive species that present the greatest 

threat to the most native species are trout, gambusia 

and redfin perch. 

The other most common threats are modification of 

freshwater ecosystems (including dams and changed 

flows), and climate change and severe weather. 

However the most commonly occurring conservation 

actions are species being within a Protected Area 

or conservation area, monitoring and planning, and 

education and awareness programs. 

Current conservation efforts are insufficient to prevent 

extinctions. 

Utchee rainbowfish (Melanotaenia utcheensis). 

Image: spqrblake CC-BY-NCiNaturalist

ABC News spoke to Professor Mark Lintermans from the University of Canberra about 
the fi ndings of an assessment of extinction risks for 241 native freshwater fi shes. 
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Reef damage hits
national economy
Mike Foley
Climate correspondent

Ongoing damage to the health and beauty of
the Great Barrier Reef by global warming is
inevitable, delivering major blows to local
communities and the national economy, ac-
cording to the Commonwealth’s five-yearly
health check of Australia’s world heritage
listed coral wonder.
Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Author-

ity chairman Ian Poiner wrote to Environ-
ment Minister Tanya Plibersek about the
findings in his agency’s outlook report,
which says climate change is the ecosys-
tem’s greatest threat due to the rising in-
tensity and frequency of marine heatwaves
causing coral bleaching.
‘‘The overall future outlook for the Great

Barrier Reef is ‘very poor’ [the lowest pos-
sible rating],’’ Poiner said.
Before the authority’s previous outlook

report in 2019, the reef had been hit with
mass coral bleaching events in 1998, 2002,
2016, 2017. In the five years since then, there
were three mass bleaching events, in 2020,
2022 and in the summer of 2023-24.
Poiner said ‘‘urgent national and global

action’’ to reduce warmingwas the only way
to limit the escalating effects of climate
change. Bleaching events are now occurring
so frequently that corals have less and less
time to recover.
‘‘It is imperative that everything possible

is done to create recovery windows for the
reef,’’ the report said.
Queensland marine tourism is estimated

to be worth $36 billion a year, generating
more than 200,000 jobs.
The report said the reef provides a living

for hundreds of thousands of people,making
a significant contribution to the state and
national economies. It found that a healthy
reef boosts the mental and physical health
of people who interact with it and contrib-
utes to Australia’s national identity.
‘‘Ocean warming, sea-level rise and ocean

acidification are predicted to worsen over
the next decades,’’ the report said. ‘‘While
reef ecosystems are resilient and can recov-
er from impacts, increasing occurrences of
widespread coral bleaching are exceeding
the limits of tolerance of reef organisms to
climate change.’’
Of the past 400 years, the six hottest

years for sea surface temperatures on the
Great Barrier Reef have occurred since
2016, according to an Australian study,
Highest ocean heat in four centuries places
Great Barrier Reef in danger, published this
month.
Australian Marine Conservation Society

Great Barrier Reef campaigner Lissa
Schindler said the Albanese government
should increase its action to cut emissions,
which is consistent with global action that
will cause 2 degrees of warming.
‘‘Action to tackle climate change was

rated ‘ineffective’ [in the outlook report],
while actions to address major localised
threats, poor water quality and fishing were
rated only partially effective,’’ Schindler
said.
Biodiversity Council member and Uni-

versity of Queensland coastal ecosystems
expert Professor Catherine Lovelock said
next to climate action, the best thing gov-
ernments could do is invest in wetland
protections and revegetate stream banks
and gullies to reduce sediment runoff.
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Helping the community understand the 
biodiversity issues of the day 
In a time when many government announcements 
have a political spin, and industry claims could 
have an element of greenwashing, the community 
needs a trusted independent voice to help them 
cut through misinformation and know what is really 
going on.  

The diversity of our councillors, who are experts 
in science, Indigenous knowledge, law, policy, 
economics and behaviour change, allows us to 
quickly review, analyse and respond to events 
as they happen, commending and critiquing as 
appropriate in the media. 

Our ability to connect journalists with the most 
appropriate leading experts and to provide fair, 
evidence-based perspectives has made us a 
go-to for many professionals across the media. 

Take a look around this page for some of the topics 
we have covered. 
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Pillar 3: Driving business to better 
account for nature

Working with the development sector to 
retain and value biodiversity in cities
More homes need to be squeezed into our cities 
– but that doesn’t mean we have to lose nature; 
it is completely possible to have both. It is much 
better for us too and there are successful models 
around the world. Sadly, existing laws and policies 
are inadequate to halt the continued clearing 
and development of even  Critically Endangered 
ecosystems, such as Melbourne’s remaining 
Western Plains grasslands. We can’t wait for 
governments to step in; to address the issue, we 
are working directly with the urban development 
sector, including developers, planners, consultants 
and fi nanciers. Our work is not yet launched but we 
already have several signatories.

Professor Sarah 
Bekessy, RMIT 
University, Lead 
Councillor

“The Biodiversity Council 
has been incredibly 
supportive of our work in 
promoting biodiversity 
in cities and has been 
instrumental in creating 

opportunities to connect with industry, government 
and community. A large number of media and public-
speaking opportunities have been generated by the 
Biodiversity Council to raise the profi le of our work 
on biodiversity-sensitive urban design, preventing 
extinction in cities and regenerative city planning.

“Some highlights have been developing a Nature 
Pledge for the urban development sector, hundreds 
of people from the development and design 
industry attending a ‘nature insights for industry’ 
session, co-organising the 
Biodiversity and the Built 
Environment symposium 
at the Nature Positive 
Summit and public- 
speaking including 
WOMAD.” 

The Biodiversity Council facilitates collaboration 
between biodiversity experts and engaged 
business leaders to account for, and tackle, their 
footprints on nature, so that business can genuinely 
deliver nature positive outcomes. And we hold 
business to account for their nature-related claims.

In 2024, we have begun directly collaborating 
with the urban development sector on new 
models of biodiversity-friendly development to 
foster Australia’s fi rst Nature Pledge for the urban 
development sector.

In addition, we are providing guidance to business and 
all levels of government about Nature Positive – what it 

means and where to start. We have been addressing 
the vitally important but potentially confusing issue 
of how to measure nature, which is essential to 
avoid greenwashing and ensure ‘nature positive’ is 
what it says on the box. 

And, fi nally, we addressed the very signifi cant but 
under-appreciated issue of light pollution impacts 
on wildlife, which is becoming ever more pressing 
as new large-scale commercial light and sound 
shows are being increasingly proposed in spaces 
which are dedicated wildlife conservation areas.  
Our evidence was instrumental in the relocation of 
one show and provides a resource to guide wildlife 
considerations for future events. 

Nature PledgeSarah Bekessy talking with people about urban nature at WOMAD.
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Supporting nature positive while 
minimising greenwashing
A team of international researchers, led by 
Biodiversity Councillor Professor Martine Maron, 
found that Nature Positive greenwashing is already 
taking place, with the potential to undermine 
existing biodiversity policies. This included the 
defi nition proposed by the federal government 
in the Environment Information Australia Bill 2024, 
which, according to the Law Council of Australia, 
‘watered down’ the agreed international defi nition. 
Minter Ellison has stated that ‘nature positive’ claims 
carry signifi cant legal and reputational risk for 
Australian companies.

The Biodiversity Council’s report ‘What Does Nature 
Positive Mean for Business and Governments’ plays 
an important role in reaffi  rming the international 
defi nition of nature positive and clarifying what 
actions need to be taken by federal, state and local 
governments, and businesses, to claim that they are 
meaningfully contributing to it.

Minimising artifi cial light and sound 
impacts on wildlife - implications for 
commercial light shows

Dr Loren Fardell,  
The University of 
Queensland

“I was previously 
unsuccessful at 
connecting my research 
on urban wildlife–human 
dynamics with the 
public to facilitate 
on-ground wildlife 
conservation changes. 

With the support of the Biodiversity Council, and 
by implementing the media and public science 
communications skills that they taught me, I was able 

to fi nally bring widespread public attention to key 
issues through the media. 

“Together, we infl uenced the relocation of a 
damaging light show away from an important wildlife 
habitat area and connected the community to better 
understand and consider the 
impacts of introduced lights 
on wildlife, including Christmas 
lights. 

“The Biodiversity Council’s 
approach to science and public 
communication is valuable to 
helping scientists maximise their 
real-world impact and vital to 
achieving an environmentally 
conscious and sustainable 
future.”

October 2024

What does Nature Positive mean 
for business and governments

Biodiversity Council

Image: Jordan Fernandes

Barking Owl. Image: Rod Long/Unsplash Biodiversity Council, 2023

Helping wildlife through 
biodiversity sensitive lighting: 
The effects of light pollution on 
Australian wildlife
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Pillar 4: Driving change by developing 
new biodiversity champions

The Biodiversity Council amplifies the voices of 
biodiversity champions and empowers and equips 
new champions to confidently speak up for nature. 
We provide media and policy training, development 
opportunities and support to early-career scientists 
and other potential biodiversity champions to 
maximise the impact of their work.  We also produce 
evidence-based resources that are often cited by 
nature champions. 

Our work to support and develop biodiversity 
champions over the past year has included 
the launch of our Early Career Leaders (ECL)
Development Program. We also provided media 
and policy training to more than 150 people and 
identified and facilitated media opportunities for 
a range of people outside the council, including 
Indigenous collaborators. We hosted our first intern, 
have developed a pitch and are seeking funding for 
a collaboration with school curriculum developers 
and have just secured funding to set up a youth 
engagement strategy.

Equiping conservation researchers and 
practitioners with media and policy skills
We provided face-to-face media training at five 
universities and for the Australian Network for Plant 
Conservation and the Wildlife Crime Research 
Hub.  We also provided training in how to achieve 
policy impact through communicating, developing 
relationships and writing submissions. Feedback 
has been overwhelmingly positive, with one 
participant saying they really wish they had had our 
training 20 years ago. 

Jo Lynch, Business Manager, Australian Network 
for Plant Conservation

“We are very grateful to Jaana Dielenberg and 
Professor Hugh Possingham from the Biodiversity 
Council for presenting a workshop at our recent 
conference on how to raise political and community 
awareness of threatened plants through the media 
and with policy-makers. The workshop was extremely 
useful to the plant conservation researchers and 
practitioners in attendance, to help them achieve a 
greater public profile and impact for their work. We 
also really appreciate the council complementing 
and amplifying our plant conservation work through 
effective advocacy with governments.”  

Early Career Leader Group
We kicked off our development program with an 
initial group of 15 early career researchers from 
partner universities. As well as being the leaders 
of tomorrow, these talented and capable younger 
people can be important leaders today. 

The program focuses on developing policy 
impact, media, Indigenous collaboration and other 
communication skills – something that academia 
generally does poorly.  It includes monthly training, 
mentoring and additional support and media and 
policy engagement opportunities.

Feedback has been incredibly positive, with 
participants more confident about how to have 
impact in future.  Many are already applying what 
they have learnt for greater policy and media 
impact. See the next page for examples. 

Presenting media and policy training for Australian Network for Plant Conservation members
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Hannah Thomas, PhD Candidate, The University of Queensland

Research focal area: Land clearing policy

“I’m so grateful to have been part of the Early Career Leaders Development Group 
throughout 2024. We’ve received training on a range of really useful topics, such 
as media, policy impact and Indigenous engagement. I’ve had the opportunity 
to meet other early career leaders from around Australia and to engage in an 
insightful mentorship program. 

“Media coaching from Jaana was invaluable 
when I published my fi rst research paper, 
on land clearing and environmental policy 

in northern Australia. Despite having little prior media experience, I was 
able to communicate my research fi ndings clearly and concisely across 
a range of channels, including radio, print and online. Jaana also guided 
me towards the most relevant media outlets to increase the impact and 
reach of my research. I now feel much more confi dent about engaging 
with the media in the future and communicating my research to a 
wide and diverse audience. We also worked together to develop a 
factsheet targeted to policy-makers.”

Dr Chantelle Doyle, University of New South Wales

Research focal area: Threatened plants

“The ECR mentoring program has provided opportunities to meet other researchers 
and hear about their experiences and challenges. The monthly seminars have 
provided an opportunity to learn about applications of our research outside 
academia. Especially useful for me has been learning to navigate political infl uence, 
working with First Nations Australians and the session on self-care and identifying 
our personal drivers to help prioritise eff orts and minimise decision fatigue.  I am 
proud to have participated in the Early Career Leaders Development Program and 
am left feeling empowered that my skills, particularly in storytelling, have value and 

a place in the conservation of Australia’s extraordinary biodiversity, from both within and outside academia.”

Jules Farquhar, Research Assistant, 
Monash University

Research focal area: Threatened reptiles

“The Biodiversity Council’s Early Career 
Leaders Development Program has been 
an extremely useful source of guidance and 
professional growth. The mentorship, training, 
and tailored advice provided practical tools 
that have signifi cantly enhanced my ability to 
communicate my research eff ectively. 

“In particular, the media training from Jaana Dielenberg was a game-
changer, equipping me with the skills to engage with journalists and craft compelling narratives about my 
work. As a result, I successfully secured high-profi le coverage of my research with the ABC, which increased 
the visibility and reach of my research, helping me connect with broader audiences. Beyond the immediate 
benefi ts, the program has given me tools and strategies to ensure my work continues to make a diff erence 
in the long term. I strongly feel that the program is an invaluable resource for early career researchers, and I 
hope to see it supporting other researchers in the future.”
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First Peoples expertise and perspectives are fundamental to the council and our 
work. Image: A Ranger on Anangu Country by Jaana Dielenberg

The Biodiversity Council was founded by 11 universities, including its host The University of Melbourne, with support from The Ian Potter Foundation, The Ross Trust, 
Trawalla Foundation, The Rendere Trust, Isaacson Davis Foundation, Coniston Charitable Trust and Angela Whitbread.

Contact 

Leslie Cloak 
Senior Development Manager, 
Biodiversity Council 
The University of Melbourne 
E: leslie.cloak@unimelb.edu.au 
T: 0424 999 277 

James Trezise 
Director, Biodiversity Council 
The University of Melbourne 
E: james.trezise@unimelb.edu.au  
T: 0480 341 107

Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is in a parlous state, 
with repeated major coral bleachng events 
occuring due to marine heatwaves. Image: 
Clownfi sh by David Clode/Unsplash

Graphic design: Jaana Dielenberg

To our generous donors, partners and collaborators, thank 
you. Your commitment to nature and biodiversity has enabled 
signifi cant progress this year. We are honoured to work with 
dedicated organisations and individuals who share our vision for 
Australia’s biodiversity to be recognised and valued as a priceless 
heritage, essential to our lives, a defi ning part of our country, and a 
legacy we strive to protect and restore for the future.

A special thank you to our founding donors, The Ian Potter 
Foundation, The Ross Trust, Trawalla Foundation, The Rendere 
Trust, Isaacson Davis Foundation, Coniston Charitable Trust and 
Angela Whitbread. We simply wouldn’t be here without you. 
Together, we are fostering a future where biodiversity thrives.

We are excited to announce a new partnership with Vincent 
Fairfax Family Foundation. With the foundation’s support, we 
will co-design a youth engagement strategy for the Biodiversity 
Council. We cannot wait to share the plans and results with you 
next year.

Thank you as well to our 11 university partners and 39 councillors 
from around Australia. Your support and contributions have 
been an essential part of the Biodiversity Council’s success and 
impact to date. We look forward to working with you to continue 
to elevate expertise, science and Traditional Knowledge in 
the national discussion on protecting and restoring Australia’s 
biodiversity.

These impacts are made 
possible by our donors 
and partners


