So you've decided to make your own bee hotel, congrats! Native bees in
your local area are buzzing with anticipation. But first, you need to choose
one of three hotels to build. Check out the kinds of bees each one attracts.

Reedy hotel

Forbeesthatlove the hollowsinside
dead pithy flower stems, reeds and
untreatedbamboo.

Reedbees Leafcutterbees Masked bees
(Exoneura) (Eutricharaea) (Hylaeus)

Hardwood hotel

Forbeesthatnestincavitiesin
wood orthe holesmade by wood
boring grubs (ordrill bits!). Some
beesthatnestinhardwoodhotels
alsolikereedy hotels.
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Wasp-mimic bees Grass carryingwasps Resinbees
(Hyleoides) (Isodontia) (Megachile)

Clay block hotel

Forbeesthatnestinclay, sandor
bare soil.
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Blue bandedbees Lasioglossum Cuckoo/
(Amegilla) *this specieslikesbare cloak & daggerbees
patches of soil (Thyreus)
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Important: Bees need hotels that haven't Hardwood hotel
been fumigated or chemical treated, so
don’t use imported materials or treated 1. Find or buy native hardwood like eucalyptus,

timbers ironbark, jarrah orred gum and cut to lengths of
around 200 mm.
Reedy hotels 2.Using extralong timber drill bits, drillholes of various

diameters (3-9 mm)to depths of atleast 100-150 mm.
1.Find orbuy hollowreeds, dead flower stems and/or

bamboowithinternal diametersless than10mm. 3.Angle allholes slightly upward to prevent water

frompooling at the bottom and make sure no holes
2.Cutthereeds, stemsandbamboo toaround are biggerthan10 mmwide to avoid unwanted creepy
200 mmlengths below the node (the bumpy bit on crawlies.
bamboo)to create anopen cavity.

3.Bundle everythingup andjam tightly into PVC pipes,
oldtincans, orevenoldletterboxes.
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Drill holes of varying sizes to accomodate different sized bees, but
don’tgo over10 mmin diameter.

I BRI

OId PVC pipes are great for bundling up reeds, stems and bamboo.
Use a mix of widths to fillany gaps.

Hang reedy or hardwood hotels securely off the ground at about

eye-level.
f?(;etteireative - evenold letterboxes can make the perfect bee Impor e e e el dhai g ol
natural, so avoid using metal tubes or
[=] [=] Watch our video tutorial %fgﬁ 1?etmws that can attract heat and
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2 Build your own bee hotel



Clay block hotel

1. Create a mixture of clay and sand and packitinto
somethinglike a concrete besserblock ordurable
container.

2.Using a stick orpencil, poke shallow holes into the
clay-sand mixture.

3.Ground-nesting bees, like blue-banded bees, love
tonesttogether, soplace clay blockhotelsin groups
of aroundten. Also, place hotels near patches of un-
mulched bare groundinthe gardenas some ground-
nesting species will preferto make theirownhomes.

Leave areas of un-mulched ground next to your clay block hotels
as some bees like to nest on bare patches of soil.

Inset: blue banded bees dig nests in the ground, so are athome in
clay block hotels.




Put a roof on it

Putaroof onyourhoteltokeep yourbeesniceanddry.
Make sure the roof covers the holesand openingsin
your hotel, butdoesn’t block out too much sunlight.

Location, location, location

Choosingthe perfect spot foryourhotelis easy, you
justneedtokeep afewthingsinmind.

Reedy hotels and hardwood hotels should be placed
off the ground around eye-level, secured either by i
wire/string orinthe fork of atree. Clay block hotels : R

shouldbe placed onthe ground. Roofs help keep your bees nice and dry.

Bees enjoy the sunlight. Avoid placing yourhotelon
the south-side of buildings, which are often shadedin
Australia, orin darkerareas of yourgarden. Beesalso
like to wake up with the sun, so face hotel openings
towards the north-eastto delight themwith a sunrise.

Agoodhotelhas plenty of restaurants close by. Plant
native wildflowers such as native daisies (Asteraceae),
and flowering shrubs and trees such as myrtles
(Myrtaceae), native peas (Fabaceae), and proteas
(Proteaceae). Some exotic plantslike salviaand
lavenderare also good food forblue banded bees,
but most native bees will rarely use exotic species.

Doors open!

Enjoywatching yourhotelcome tolife, knowingyou've to branches using wire or string.
created great habitat forlocalbeesto dowhat they do
best - pollinate flowers!

Spring cleaning

At the end of winter, before the weatherwarms up,
your guests should have packed up andleft the hotel
(signified by asmall exithole onaonce cappedhole).
You caneasily tidy up with a pipe cleanertoremove
any debris, dead cells and spiderwebs.
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Watch our video tutorial
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