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The Biodiversity Council’s mission is to be a
trusted expert voice communicating accurate
information on all aspects of biodiversity to the
Australian people, to ensure biodiversity and
Country prosper.

Our Biodiversity Councillors are leading experts,
in science, Indigneous knowledge, law, policy,
economics, behaviour change and communications.

We drive action on biodiversity by increasing
public, political and industry understanding of the
problem and support for evidence-based solutions.

Why a Biodiversity Council?

Biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth; the plants,
animals, fungi, microbes, and evenus.

ltunderpins allaspects of ourlife, from food systems,
to culture and identity, to economy, and health. Animals
pollinate 90% of crops; 70% of medicines are derived
from animals and plants; natural ecosystems remain
the only viable large-scale carbon sink; and plants and
animals clean our airand water and breakdown wastes.

Despiteitsimportance, biodiversity isin precipitous
decline around the world and even more soin
Australia. The World Economic Forum hasidentified
biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse as the fastest
deteriorating risks to the global economy and among
the top tenrisks forthe next decade.

About half of Australia’s GDP relies on natural systems.
Australia’s biodiversity declines are rapid, often
irreversible and willhave far-reaching consequences for
agriculture, water quality, culture, economy and health.

Our current policy approaches are not succeeding
in stemming biodiversity destruction and ecosystem
declines. Inadequate recognition and support
forFirst Peoples culturalland managementis
exacerbating biodiversity declines.

Business as usual will see ongoing extinctionsin
Australia, accelerated ecosystem collapse, and loss
of ecosystem services with associated impacts on
our healthand the economy.

To tackle the loss of biodiversity and the threat

this posesto society ourlarge and diverse group

of leading experts, aligned philanthropists, and
universities united to found the Biodiversity Council.

Our approach

The Biodiversity Council operates by:

» beingastrongandtrustedvoice for
biodiversity backed by robust science,
including First Peoples knowledge.

growing public and policy recognition of the
importance of biodiversity and Country for
human health, wellbeing and prosperity, the
consequences of rapid biodiversity loss, and
solutions to drive recovery.

o building networks of scientific, First Peoples
and community champions to help drive an
increase in political and community awareness,
support and action for biodiversity and
Country.

« directlyinforming decision-making by working
with political, policy and industry leaders to
demonstrate solutions to addressrisks and
deliver benefits for biodiversity and Country.


https://www.acf.org.au/how-australias-prosperity-depends-on-nature
https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-risks-report-2023/digest/#:~:text=Nine%20risks%20are%20featured%20in,Large%2Dscale%20involuntary%20migration%E2%80%9D.
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/

Key facts about the state of
Australian nature

Australiais one of the few mega-diverse countriesin
the world due to ourunique wildlife and ecosystems
and making us one of the mostimportant countries for
biodiversity conservation globally. Despite this:

« Atleast100 Australian species have been driven
to extinction over the last 250 years, including
34 mammal species. Thisis 1in 10 of all Australian
mammals which is more than any other continent.

e 95% of Australian shellfishreefs and half of our
total seagrass area has been destroyed.

o Populations of threatened plants, mammals and
birds are less than half their 1985 sizes on average.

o Fourmajormega-threats are driving the rapid

decline of wildlife and ecosystem healthin Australia,

these are: habitat destruction, invasive species,
altered fireregimes and climate change.

« Despite current management, the rate of
biodiversity lossis accelerating, and the severity,
diversity and intensity of threats are escalating.

« Massmortality events are increasing, including:

o multiple major fishkills in the Murray Darling Basin,

o extensive heatrelated mortalities in flying foxes
and cockatoos which areimportant forest
pollinators and seed dispersers,

o 63 billionanimals killed or displaced in the Black
Summer fires, and

o 4masscoralbleachingeventsin’yearsonthe
Great Barrier Reef.

« Ecosystemprocessesare being eroded, including
loss of pollination, soil processes, water filtration,
and carbon sequestration.

Moore Reefis a popular destination for
snorkelling and diving tours from Cairns.
Great Barrer Reef tourism injects $6 Billion
~to the Australian economy-annually.
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97% of Australians want more
action for biodiversity

We conducted a survey of 4048 people froma
variety of regions, ages, incomes and background to
ensure the findings fairly represented the Australian
community.

97% of people believe that more actionis needed
forbiodiversity in Australia, and well over half of
Australians (58%) think that alot or a great deal
more actionis needed.

Around three-quarters of people (72%) said that more
money should be spent onthe environment. Only one
intwenty people (6%) said less should be spent.

7in10 Australiansindicated that nature conservation
issues would have a ‘moderate’, ‘'strong’ or ‘very
strong’ influence on how they would vote in future
local (69%), state (70%) and federal (68%) elections.

The majority of respondents said that federal, state
and territory and local governments should do more.
And over two-thirds (68%) of people said that every
person livingin Australia should do more.

Join us

Be part of the solution. Help us transform policies,
behaviours and business practicesin Australia by
making a tax-deductable donation to the Biodiversity
Council to support us to continue and amplify our
independent expert voice for nature conservation.

You canalso signup to getregular
updates onourwork to shape the
national conservation on biodiversity
protectionand restoration.

The Biodiversity Council was founded by 11 universities including its host the University of Melbourne, with support from The lan Potter Foundation, The Ross Trust,
Trawalla Foundation, The Rendere Trust, Isaacson Davis Foundation, Coniston Charitable Trust and Angela Whitbread.
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https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/#subscribe
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/media/uploads/2023_6/202305_biodiversity_concerns_survey_report.pdf
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adg7870
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adg7870
https://tsx.org.au/tsx2022/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0190914
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0190370
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adg7870



