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The importance’of Aboriginalinclusion

inrespondingt6 South'Australia’s
Harmful Algal Bloom

SAALSMA, Sept 2025

The Southern Australian Aboriginal Land and Sea
Management Alliance (SAALSMA) supportslocal
and national efforts to address the Algal Bloom

in South Australia and ensure that Sea Country is
healthy for future generations. The Algal Bloom has
had devastating effects on Sea Country, Aboriginal
communities, and the economies that support both.
SAALSMA acknowledges the efforts by the South
Australian governmentin consolidating a taskforce
to addressrepair, resilience, and health of Sea
Country affected by the Algal Bloom.

SAALSMArecognisestheimportance of inclusive
representationin addressing this critical issue.
Werespectfully urge all levels of government to
considerbroadening theirapproach and ensure
formalrepresentation from directly affected
Aboriginalcommunitiesin their decision-making
processes. We believe that fulfillingand upholding
pre-existing agreements to consult widely with
affected communities would greatly enhance

the effectiveness and outcomes of any initiatives
addressing the Algal Bloom crisis. This inclusive
approachis crucial for developing comprehensive
and culturally appropriate solutions.

SAALSMAkindly requests the Algal Bloom
taskforce to acknowledge the deep connections
that Aboriginal people hold for Sea Country.

We encourage the taskforce to engagein
comprehensive and meaningful consultation with
allcommunities impacted by this event, especially
those who may not currently berepresentedinthe
taskforce’s structure.

We believe that by working togetherand
incorporating diverse perspectives, particularly
those of Aboriginal communities withlongstanding
connections to Sea Country, we candevelop more

effective and culturally appropriate solutions to
address the Algal Bloom crisis and ensure the long-
term health of our precious marine environments.
Thisinclusive approach should also be extended to
the way we view this event. The Algal Bloom s not
simply anisolated event;itis a symptom of ongoing
neglect to ourenvironment. The solutions arein
considering knowledge-sharinginall formsand
viewing the health of Sea Country as connected to
ourclimate, the quality of ourwaterways andthe
wellbeing of ourmore than human and humankin.

About SAALSMA

The Southern Australian Aboriginal Land and
SeaManagementAlliance (SAALSMA)is a

newly established organisation dedicated

to advocating for Aboriginal rights and the
protection of sea country in Southern Australia.

While we are stillin the process of establishing
our presence and building relationships, we are

committed to fostering meaningful dialogue
between Aboriginal communities, government
bodies, and other stakeholders.

Our goalis to ensure that Aboriginal voices are
heard and respected in decisions affecting
Sea Country and our shores. We acknowledge
that we are at the beginning of ourjourney and
are eagertolearn, grow, and collaborate with all
partiesinvolvedin the stewardship of Southern
Australia’s natural environment.

Contact:
info@SAALSMA.org.au



